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Blossom Blight and Stem Rot of Alfalfa

Disease complex caused by two fungal pathogens:
Â Botrytis cinerea (gray mold)

Â Sclerotinia sclerotiorum (white mold)

Both pathogens often occur in the same field

Both can kill blossoms and stems, prevent or 
reduce seed formation, and decrease yields

Favoured by cool to warm, wet weather conditions 

Occur almost every year in alfalfa seed fields in 
Alberta and elsewhere on the Prairies

Disease levels tend to increase as stands age


